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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study (1) socio-economic state of farmers (2) forage crop
production and utilizing forage (3) satisfaction of the farmers extension forage crop production and (4)
their problem and suggestion of farmers.

The samples of population consisted of 100 persons who were members on “The Extension
Effectiveness of Forage Crop Production under Buffalo Research and Testing Project of Surin
Livestock Research and Breeding Center”. Data were collected using interview schedule which
consisted of closed-ended and open-end questions via interview from farmer each. Statistical values
were presented as frequency, percentage, means and standard deviation, maximum and minimum.

The results revealed that (1) the farmers were male more than 50%. They were 52.55 years old
and were married. Their educations were primary certificate. On the average, their household size was
4.58 persons. Majority of the farmers were no other group members, were no social position. Their
occupations were farm grain crops. Within the household, there were about 2.25 persons doing paddy
farming. Each household owned about 24.71 rai. Household income was derived from agricultural
farming with 152,705.90 Baht. While household debts were 190,537.50 Bath. (2) The production of
forage, majority of farmers was grown the grass which was Brachiaria ruziziensis with an average 0.98
rai. The main objective of farmer was to use for raising animals. Within the household, there were
about 1.74 persons for forage production and they were experienced of these with 6.38 years ago. The
majority of their area is upland. They improved and prepared for the soil as 1.31 times a year, and they
used approximately grass seed with 2.65 kg/rai/years. The majority of farmers did not weed control.
They used organic fertilizer and chemical fertilizer which were 242.93 and 1.83 kg/rai/years,
respectively for forage production. They cut and carried their forage crops 3.43 times/years. The
buffalo production and management of farmers found that each household who was member under this
project had about 4.17 buffaloes. They sold these animals with an average 1.54 heads during they were
participants. However, each household had 3.60 buffaloes at the time of this survey. The farmers were
experienced which raised buffaloes about 25.52 years. The main objective of the farmers was to receive
from their inheritances. In rainy season, they restrained their buffaloes in the own pen and then they cut
and carried the natural forage for their animals. For dry season, they restrained their buffaloes in the
own land and supplemented their animals by natural forage. They income was derived from selling
buffaloes with 26,560.00 Baht, and they had to pay about 4,718.98 Baht for these animals.(3) The
famers satisfaction was an average highly satisfied level and (4) the problem of farmer was an average
moderate level. Moreover, they suggested that authorities of Department of Livestock Development
should provide and support water resources and high yielding varieties of fodder crops.

Keywords: Satisfaction, Forage crop production, Buffalo production, Extension
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